




Another new feature of the newsletter, Spotlight on Early Childhood, will present helpful information for 
parents that will support the educational development of your child.  If you have ideas for topics you would like 
to see covered in this segment, please contact Ami Polonsky at amipolonsky@yahoo.com.

“Growth, Cooperation and the Future”
by: AJ Chalom, Orange Room Parent

Highland Park Community Nursery School and Day Care 
Center is one of fi ve partner agencies in the Community 
Family Center.  The Community Family Center (CFC) is a 
project aimed at creating an up-to-date, long-term home to 
social service agencies in Highland Park that are currently in 
temporary or basement locations.  The CFC would remodel 
and expand the Karger Center, which is the city-owned 
building where Community is currently housed.  The other 
partner agencies include Tri-Con Day Care Center, Family 
Network, Family Service and the Highland Park/Highwood 
Home Child Care Association.  
The CFC is led by hard-working community leaders 
and educators who are committed to the success of the 
project.  The expansion would allow ample space for all 
the agencies to expand their programs.  Community would 
grow to offer day care to infants and toddlers and Family 
Network would expand its drop-in programs to serve 
kindergarteners.  Finally, the creation of CFC would allow 
for easier communication and services between the fi ve 
agencies.  Shared space within the building would include a 
parent room, a resource library, an indoor play space and two 
outdoor play areas.  
 The CFC’s website puts forth its central mission.  It states 
that, “Operating together, the fi ve agencies will provide 
integrated and coordinated services for local families in a 
facility containing counseling rooms, classrooms, a library, 
play areas, and administrative offi ces. The future health and 
vibrancy of the nation’s communities depends upon the 

availability of quality services for children, families and adults.  
Our goal is to centralize and expand the operations of the 
fi ve agencies in greatly improved facilities, creating synergies 
in service delivery and achieving cost savings.” 
Barbara Haley, CFC’s Associate Director and a former 
Community parent feels strongly about the project.  “It is 
time to put children fi rst! All children in our community 
deserve high quality care and education,” she states.  She 
still values the care, education and support her family and 
her children received while attending Community in the late 
1970’s and early 1980’s.
The CFC is currently conducting a capital fundraising 
campaign with a goal of $11 million dollars to build the 
fabulous new center.  As Highland Park Community Parent 
Board’s liaison to the Community Family Center Board, I 
have been privileged to work alongside other Community 
alums and parents on this project.  You can fi nd out more 
about the Community Family Center by visiting their website 
at www.communityfamilycenter.org, on their Facebook page, 
or you can sign up for their e-newsletter.  Help spread the 
word to the people in the Highland Park community about 
the value of these programs.  This will help make our dream 
of a new facility a reality!

If you have ideas for topics you would like to see covered 
in future newslett ers, please contact Ami Polonsky at 
amipolonsky@yahoo.com.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

PHOTOS NEEDED
If you have photos that you would like to share 
from school-wide events or even your child’s 
classroom events, please bring them to the offi  ce.  
Electronic fi les or good-old prints will work.  We’d 
like to able to share more memorable moments with 
all of our families.  Thank you!

COMMUNITY’S WEBSITE

Highland Park Community
Nursery School & Day Care Center

1850 Green Bay Road
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Be sure to visit our website to fi nd the latest 
information on upcoming events as well as 
classroom newslett ers, monthly menus, and other 
helpful documents.

Please note that our Classroom page is login/
password protected.  These pieces of information 
will be included periodically in our email messages 
to you. However, if you are not able to get your 
fi nger on it quickly, please be sure to call the offi  ce 
or email us.  We’d be more than happy to share that 
information with you.  Having said that, we also ask 
the you keep this information in a safe place.  Our 
children’s safety is our fi rst priority.  Thank you!

Have something you’d like to post on our next 
newsletter?  The deadline is 
Thursday, January 19th. 

 Send your posting to Ami Polonsky at
amipolonsky@yahoo.com.

Scholastic Book Orders
Ordering from Scholastic is a wonderful way to 
fi nd the right books for your child and help earn 
FREE books for our school.  The January book 
order will be due on Friday, January 20.  You can 
access the Scholastic monthly newslett er through 
Community’s homepage.  For any questions, please 
contact Beth Erickson at getbeth@comcast.net.

Need work done on your fl oors?  
A painter? An electrician?
Kraft ex Floor Corporation, Romitt i Electric and 
DiVinci Painters have been strong supporters of 
Community throughout our recent remodeling 
endeavors.   We can’t recommend their services highly 
enough!  Do you need work done on your fl oors?  Call 
Kraft ex at (773) 763-6468.  Having electrical problems?  
Contact Romitt i at (847) 831-4471.  Is it time to have 
your house painted?  Call DiVinci at (847) 266-1295.  
Tell them Community sent you!

TRANSLATORS NEEDED
Are you bilingual? Are you able to perform writt en 
translatation from English into that language? 
Would you be interested and willing to share your 
talent with us?
As a result of such a wonderfully diverse school, 
we would like to be able to provide our writt en 
literature to all parents  in their own language, if 
possible. If you are interested, willing to help, and 
have the time to do so, please see Jean or Sofi a.

2011-2012 Board Members: (Left  to right, back row: 
Sam Shepard, Jean Wallace-Baker, Tammie Beckwith Schallmo, 
Beth Erickson, Linda Knapp. Front row: Elysia Garcia, Katie 
Naft zger, Katy Lee, Ami Polonsky.)

Winter Att ire
As long as the temperature is at 19�F (including 
wind chill) or warmer, our children will be going 
outdoors for recess.  Be sure to send your child 
in their winter jacket/coat along with their hat, 
gloves, boots and snow pants. Children who are 
not prepared to play in the snow (when it fi nally 
arrives), will still go outside, but will only be 
allowed to play on the pavement.  In addition, 
make sure an extra set of clothes is available in 
their cubby, especially socks and pants.


